bride coming in the distance. But when she drew near, and he beheld more clearly her beautiful face and royal bearing, he recovered himself and his colour returned, and he rejoiced exceedingly. For he found that his lovely bride was even more charming than report had said, and he was greatly relieved to find that he had not been deceived by vain words, as so often happens to princes who make their marriage contract by means of a procurator/'
As this lady was the mother of our Emperor Maximilian, it will be interesting to tell more about her. She came of good lineage on both sides, as she was the granddaughter of Philippa of Lancaster,1 and she seems to have inherited many of the fine qualities of the Plantagenet race. Her father was Edouarte King of Portugal, and she was the elder sister of King Affonso III, surnamed the African, as his spirit of adventure had led him to make frequent incursions and conquests in Africa. He was keenly alive to the value of making good alliances for his sisters ; one he married to the King of Castile, and tried to arrange a match for another wiiih King Edward IV of England. This alliance of Frederick III with Eleonora was his greatest success.
In later years Maximilian wrote a very exciting account in his " Weisskiinig/' of the journey to Rome in great state of the imperial couple, whose marriage was finally celebrated in Rome the same year, 1452, when Frederick received the iron crown of Lorn-bardy, and also the imperial crown from the hands
1 Daughter of John of Gaunt.aih Jive frma thnr reign of terror. Ho it, \\m tiut thL aiua/iiig at!-venture came to an end !
